
MAKING THE MOST OF BLACKBERRIES

Using blackberries for:

Dyeing Wool

Contact Dyeing Fabric

Blackberry Vinegar

Hedgerow Gin

Blackberry Tart
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NATURAL DYEING

Colour can be extracted from most plants, but some plants 

make better dye than others. The stalks and leaves of 

brambles produce a lasting colour but the colour produced 

by the blackberries will fade.

Fibres can be divided into animal (or protein) fibres such as 

sheep wool, alpaca, mohair and silk or vegetable (or 

cellulose) fibres such as cotton, linen and bamboo. Use 

100% natural fibres.

KEEP SAFE

Store all dye and mordant in clearly labelled containers 

away from children, pets and food.

Reserve all equipment for dyeing only.

Put lids on saucepans to avoid inhaling steam or fumes.



PRE-TREATING THE FIBRE

TO MORDANT WOOL

Soak the wool in water to ensure even absorption of the 

mordant.

Put the mordant solution into a pot with enough water for 

the wool to move freely. Add the wet wool, bring to a very 

gentle simmer and hold for at that temperature for 45 

minutes.

Leave to cool completely. Remove the wool and rinse in cool 

water. Use damp or dry thoroughly and store for future use. 

Remember to soak the wool before you dye it.

TO MORDANT COTTON FABRIC

Dampen fabric and soak in cooled mordant solution 

overnight.

Fibres should be free from dirt and any chemical residue. 

Rinse new wool in warm water with a little dishwashing 

liquid. Cotton fabric should be washed at 30C or 40C. 

A mordant acts as a bond between the fibre and the dye. 

Some dyes will fix without a mordant but you may still 

want to use a mordant to influence the colour.

TO MAKE A MORDANT FROM BRAMBLES

100g brambles for 100g dry fibre to be dyed

Put the chopped bramble stalks and leaves into the dye 

pot, cover with water and simmer for 45 minutes. Cool 

and strain.



BRAMBLE

200g bramble stalks and leaves for 100g dry fibre

Put the chopped brambles into the dye pot, cover with 

water and simmer for 45 minutes. Cool and strain.

BLACKBERRY

1kg blackberries for 100g wool 

Put the blackberries into the dye pot, cover with water and 

simmer for 45 minutes. Cool and strain.

Blackberry dye is not a long lasting colour and will fade 

over time from dusky purple to a silvery blue grey. Use 

fewer blackberries for a paler coloured dye. 

MAKING THE DYE



Pour the cold dye into the dye pot and add the wool (which 

has been soaked beforehand). Add more water if necessary 

so the wool is covered and can move freely.

Heat slowly to simmering point and simmer very gently for 

45 minutes – 1 hour, stirring occasionally but gently –

excessive and rough stirring will felt the wool.

Remove from the heat and leave to cool overnight. 

Lift the wool from the dye pot and rinse well in warm water 

until the water runs clear. Give the wool a final rinse with a 

small amount of washing-up liquid. Dry the wool out of 

direct sunlight.

DYEING WOOL

L-R Blackberry, Feverfew, Blackberry modified with wood ash water, Bramble, Walnut



CONTACT DYEING

Mordant fabric by soaking for 24 hours in the cold bramble 

mordant solution. Dry.

Spread the fabric out on a piece of cling film and spray with 

250ml water to which you’ve added 2tbsp vinegar.

Lay blackberries (also leaves, flowers, coins, rusty nails …) 

on one half of the fabric. Fold the fabric to enclose the fruit 

and then fold or roll up the fabric as tightly as possible. 

Bind with elastic bands or string and enclose in cling film.

Put water into a saucepan and suspend the cling film 

packages above the water (use a steamer insert or tie string

around package and attach the other end to the saucepan

handle). Simmer gently so that the packages steam for 

about 45 minutes. Cool and unwrap when cold, preferably 

after 24 hours.



BLACKBERRY VINEGAR

Use in marinades and dressings, deglaze the roasting pan 

or add to casseroles. Mix with soda water for a long drink 

or hot water to ease a sore throat.

Crush 300g blackberries in a jar and add 360ml of vinegar. 

Leave for 3 - 5 days, giving it a shake every now and then.

Strain into a saucepan, reserving the pulp for dyeing*.

Add 200g – 400g sugar, depending on how sweet you want 

your vinegar.

Heat gently until the sugar has dissolved. Boil for 3 minutes 

and bottle.

* Return the pulp to the jar, top up with water and immerse your 

mordanted fabric. Now’s the time to try a little tie-dyeing. Leave for 3 

days, rinse and dry.



BLACKBERRY TART

A pastry base filled with

blackberry cream, topped

with blackberries and

autumn raspberries. 

For the recipe visit https://slamseysjournal.co.uk/recipes/blackberry-tart/

https://slamseysjournal.co.uk/recipes/blackberry-tart/


HEDGEROW GIN

You can vary the berries according to what’s available 

though if you substantially increase the sloes you may 

need to increase the sugar.

Put all the ingredients into a wide necked jar and give it a

good shake. Leave in a cool, dark place for 2 days. Give the 

jar another shake. By now the sugar should have dissolved. 

If it hasn’t leave for another day or two and give it another 

shake.

Now put the jar back into the cool, dark place and leave it 

alone for at least two months. 

Sieve the deep red gin to remove all the berries, taste the gin 

and add more sugar if needed. Pour into a clean bottle, label 

and enjoy.
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USEFUL WEBSITES

http://www.jennydean.co.uk/ - dyeing techniques

http://www.slamseys.co.uk/ - print classes and gin sales

http://www.ravelry.com/ - knitting patterns. Kate 
Gondwana, Two by Two Basic Beanie Hat

http://www.jennydean.co.uk/
http://www.slamseys.co.uk/
http://www.ravelry.com/

